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ferent abbots and their revenues up to 1505, when one 
William Nugent was the last prior. It contained at one 
time three thousand monks, who flocked from all nations 
to this retreat of learning. At the dissolution of the 
monasteries in the reign of Henry VIH. the Abbey of 
Fore, with its lands and appurtenances, was granted, on 
Sept. 30th, 1588, to Christopher Baron Delvin, tradition- 
ally named, " The Black Baron,*' at whose hands proba- 
bly it met its fate< Fore is now a place scarcely deserving 
the title of village. Besides the ruins of the abbey itself 
we find those of the walls and gates of the ancient town, 
which was probably chiefly constructed of oak-wood — these 
being built in Edward IIL's time, to protect the town from 
predatory incursions ; and for defraying the expense of 
iuch walling, a tax was laid on all sorts of merchandize, 
coming for sale to the town, or going out of it. There is 
mother well, near which grow* an enormous ash-tree, 
tpparently a sucker from a parent stem in the last stage of 
decay, and which was possibly cotemporary with the old 
abbey in all its glory. The ruins of some minor chapels 
are in and near the town, built for some orders of friars 
who were educating here. A stone cross, much broken 
tnd defaced, stands in the centre of the village. A square 



tower, built for defence in the time of Edward IH. is used 
to this day as a burial vault by the Delvin family. There 
is a curious rath or dun abcut two hundred yards to the 
east of the monastery, from whence the natives affirm the 
" Black Baron" destroyed the abbey with his cannon. I 
believe, artillery might have been used for its overthrow. 
There are some appearances about the walls to warrant 
the conjecture ; but the potent element, fire, has evidently, 
by the fissures in various parts, done its share of the work 
of destruction. What fire and sword, however, spared, 
the pilfering hands of the building gentry of the neigh- 
bourhood completely removed. Not a door-frame, quoin, 
squared or ornamental stone, or window mullion or tracing, 
remains, except part of the eastern window of the chancel. 
The famous abbey is now, paradoxically speaking, a ruin 
of a ruin. The owner of the soil has lately taken steps 
to prevent the removal of any part of the building — but 
too late, like many plans which the head of an Irishman 
only could conceive. The ruin stands on a rock in the 
centre of a morass. The appearance of a double wall and 
fosse encircling it are visible, which could, as a mode of 
defence, at any moment be filled with water. 

G.B. 
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RESIDENCE OF THE IiATE LUNDY FOOT, ESQ. 

Who was inhumanly murdered a short time since, in the open day, hy one ofhia own tenantry. 



The view is taken from that side of Mr. Foot's house 
which stands opposite the river at Rosbercon, near Ross. 
There is a melancholy interest attached to the place, 
from the circumstances connected with the death of its 
late owner. He was in excellent health and spirits on the 
morning of the day in which he met his death, walking as 
usual through his grounds. He was met in a retired si- 
tuation by the assassin who perpetrated the deed, and shot 
dead upon the spot. The murderer had long entertained 
a deep rooted animosity against Mr. Foot, on account of 
his having had him ejected from a farm for non-payment 
of rent. He had sworn to be revenged. Although fondly 
thinking that no eye had witnessed the deed of blood, he 
was traced through various circumstances, tried, and con- 
demned to die — a little girl being the principal evidence 
against him. 

In the following narrative, which we are assured is true 
in every point, will be found an am^le verification of the 



truth, that sooner or later the almighty vengeance will fall 
on the murderer, be he rich, or be he poor ; and that 
however he may endeavour to conceal his crime, it will at 
length " find him out." 
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A short time since, on a lovely morning in the pleasant 
month of June, I joined a friend on an excursion into 
one of the southern counties of England — a county beau- 
tifully diversified with hills and fertile valleys. At the 
time we started the sun had scarcely tinged the horizon 
with its faintest beams ; yet we had not proceeded far till 
we met the cheerful haymakers, with their baskets suspended 
from their prongs, which they carried over their shoulders. 
It was one of those lovely mornings, when every thing 
tends to enliven the surrounding scene. As the morning 
advanced we proceeded. In some places the grass was 
just cut, and women and children were busily employed m 



